Life as a Graduate Student in Qatar
By Ding Zhu

When Trevor Gibbs and Nathan Miller decided to move to petroleum engineering as graduate
students, they might have expected to see the world through the industry. But they didn’t expect their studies
at Texas A&M to take them halfway around the world before they graduated. It did—and Trevor already has
an offer from Maersk-Qatar to stay in Doha, Qatar, as a result of it.

Both Trevor and Nathan are taking advantage of continuing study for their master of science research
projects at the Texas A&M—Qatar (TAMUQ) campus at Education City in Doha; both expect to graduate in
December 2009. Because TAMUQ is a branch campus of the flagship university in College Station, their
diplomas will be from the main campus. Their research into applications of intelligent completions in
horizontal and multilateral gas wells is funded by the Qatar Foundation as part of its Qatar National Research
Funding Program. The project is aimed at helping to efficiently develop the world’s largest gas field.

After working together to set up a commercial reservoir simulator in the department, Trevor has
developed genetic algorithms to optimize reservoir development in a defined reservoir; Nathan has focused
on gas production, including the effects of well structure, non-Darcy flow, and reservoir properties on well
performance.

“This project has helped me build a solid foundation in petroleum engineering fundamentals, and has
helped me to improve my critical thinking. | consider myself lucky to have had an opportunity to work on a
project funded by QNRF under the supervision of Dr. Nasrabadi and Dr. Zhu,” said Nathan. “Dr. Nasrabadi has
been extremely helpful with many of my questions on the research project throughout the year | have been in
Doha.”

In Qatar, they work in the beautiful, year-old Texas A&M building, which houses four TAMU
engineering departments at Education City: petroleum, mechanical, chemical, and electrical and computer.
They live in comfortable, furnished apartments provided by the university, with utilities including internet
connections included. Meals in the Education City cafeteria are tasty and inexpensive, so Trevor eats there
twice a day. In addition to a transportation allowance to ride the bus or call a cab to get to the campus, they
receive paid vacation time and travel assistance to visit families in Texas over the winter break.

“One of my favorite things to do in Doha is to play golf on the Doha Championship Golf Course. The
course is in great shape, and is challenging enough for professional tournaments to be held there each
December,” Nathan said.

The adventure hasn’t been all just work, either. “Not only have we gotten to come halfway around
the world to study, but we have also been presented with the opportunity to observe how the industry
operates in the Middle East, we have gotten to experience a new culture, and we have been allowed to travel
during holidays,” Nathan said.



“One of my favorite things about being in Doha is that | have had the opportunity to travel to places |
never would have had the chance to if | had stayed in College Station. Studying in Doha has given me the
chance to expand my horizons both academically and socially.”

During school breaks, they have traveled to nearby countries including Oman, Turkey, Egypt and
Jordan, where they helped 15 high school students from Doha distribute two goats and 31 boxes of food to
local school children and helped paint a local school.

They were both key players on the Aggie basketball team, which won tournaments within Education
City and at the regional level—an opportunity they recognize they would never have had on the big campus in
College Station. Living, working, and volunteering in the Education City community has broadened their
understanding of the cultures and traditions of the Middle East.

Recently, Nathan learned read and write Arabic. He wrote the Emir and Her Highness (The King and
Queen of Qatar) a letter in Arabic to tell them how much he enjoys his stay in Doha. Her Highness wrote back
to Nathan and expressed appreciation of him being a part of her vision and Education City (See attached).

QNREF is continuing to support projects, and the faculties on both campuses are continuing to develop
projects together, eventually to lead to full delivery of the MS degree in Qatar. Students interested in the
graduate study-abroad opportunity can contact Dr. Holditch for additional information.

Welcome to Education City



Nathan in his research office



Engineering Building Recreation Center
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His Highness Sheikh 1amad bin Khalifs Al-Tham
Har | lighness Sheikha Wooah Tint Nasser Al hissned

My narme is Nathan Miller and T am a 24 pear old Amerizan from o small cown in‘lexas
cabled Abilene. Wy purpose for wiiting vou toduy 3s to thank you for the opportunily you
hawe pivan me to eome sludy enginseting at 'U'exas AdM Universily Chatar in Fducation
Citv. Thave been living in {Jatar sines Aagustand dueing ths course of my slay here in
Diaha | havs come ta rexpect and adinive many things shout vooe leadership, yonr
couniey, and your cultuce here in Qatar. Tn last, the Jetter L wzite you today, isa
cantinuous pursuil +f mine 1o try 0 learn the Arabic lunguwge during oy stay o Doba,

[ want to thank you Tor viur leadership in education. Vuur leadership in adusation has
allowed e to come work on research in petealenn sngineermg. Throueh the Qatar
Iational Research Tund, [ have had the pleasore o working on a research projest
entitled, *Using Horironial and hubiilateral Well with Tntelligent Completion to Develop
taz Figlds in Qalar ™ This project has the ability 1o provide great valus tn Clatar in
rescatell publications and increased knowled go of how o handle Qatar’s wonderfil
supply O nANLEal Lesnsss.

His Highneas sheiki Hamad bin Khalila A)-Thani, thank you for puniuing excell2ncs in
vour leadership aver Qarar and throughout the enire woeld. Har Highness Sheikha
Wazah Bint Masser A Missoed, thonk soun for serving as the Chairpersan of Qatar
Foundativm and for serving az Vice Chatr of ha Sopeame Education Council-

As a gradusrte stodenc at Toxas Afhd Qater, Dhave come to love many of the Qalari
students | have comee inLa vomtact with, 1 have also come W respect the vision vou both
hawe for educating wour country and the world 1t is partly due w these Lo reasons, daat 1
will finish up my research this summer, and transition from @ student in cducatiem tna
teacher in cducation next yoar in Qorar. Mext vear T will begin teaching srodents in
pofralewm enginesricp laboratories here in Bducarion City,

Su Far all of this, | want to say thank you Tam pratetul to bave experiencad this 1mazing
opportumity, and Tlowk lorward 10 helping teach wounpe Qater] men and woemen how
hecwme preat leadors in edueation wnd industey o the near future.

slathan Millsr
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